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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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conveyed the idea of diligence with the word "study," which in their day meant "to endeavor, make it one's aim, set oneself deliberately to do something" (OED).


     To "study" is to work hard at what we're doing, and when we're doing something that is to be offered to the very God who made us, a "studied" effort is surely essential. In an earlier letter, Paul had written to Timothy, "Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all" (1 Timothy 4:15). In matters of the spirit, little progress can be made if progress is not a serious goal.


     As busy people, we tend to see religion as one activity on our agenda, one element of our lifestyle. But to be real, religion must be more than simply one of our interests. Our meditative moments must do more than supply "balance" to our schedule, so that we can get back to our self-centered business with increased vigor. If Mammon is our true master, then whatever moments we spend "worshiping" God will be wasted.





Those who trifle lose their labor.


Richard Baxter





(Word Point, Gary Henry)








		JP





Exactly What Is Worship?


     Worship according to the American Heritage Dictionary is:


"Reverent love or respect … Love of or devotion to a person or thing."  Another dictionary makes this note of worship:  "Worship … consists primarily in a creaturely awareness of God by means of religious exercise and moral obedience."


     People tend to think of worship as only ceremony.  Even Christians tend to think of worship as just the "five acts" of worship--singing, preaching or teaching, partaking the Lord's Super, giving, and prayer.  Although they are necessary, there is more to worship than these "acts."


     Worship encompasses our entire lives.  Notice what Paul writes in Romans 12:1,2, "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service.  And be not fashioned according to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God."


     Paul reinforces our definition of worship.  It involves moral obedience--living our lives in service to God.  We are to be a "living sacrifice" not fashioned like the world around us.  The Bible gives specific commands about "acts" of worship; this is the "religious exercise" mentioned in our definition.








And his faithfulness unto all 


generations." (Psalm 100).  We owe our very existence to God, but there is more than this reason.  The scriptures give us several clear-cut reasons for worshipping God.


It is God's will that we worship.  Jesus reminded the Samaritan woman that God seeks worshippers (John 4:23).  God wants men to be willing worshippers, suitable servants in the kingdom.


     We worship God to learn more of his will.  How can we know what God expects from us if we don't try to learn by studying and living a Godly life.  In the book of Matthew, Chapter 11, Jesus invites all to "come learn of me" if we are to find the blessed rest that only God can give.  It is through learning that we can have our minds renewed as mentioned previously from Romans 12:2.  The Psalmist reminds us that it is through worshipping and walking with God and learning of his will and his promises that we can have our souls restored (Psalm 23:3; 41:12).


     Worship also provides us communion with God.  To commune is to "converse intimately."  We can be in such a relationship with God only when we are found to be acceptable in his sight.  To be acceptable , we must be true worshippers--those living sacrifices.  When we are in the family of God, we also share this communion with our spiritual brothers and sisters.


     Stimulation takes place among Christians as they worship God.  The apostle Paul used phrases such as, "builded up," "admonishing," "exhorting," and "edifying: to describe the benefits of Christians' spiritual relationship with one another as they worship God.


     This, friends, is the "real worship for which all are to strive.


  











					





What Is Worship?


By S. Scott Richardson, Sr.





Man is an incurable worshipper.  All societies and cultures have had forms of worship and have had things or personalities that they worshipped.  There is only One who we are to worship and only one book -- the Bible -- that tells us how and why.











     True worship can't exist if one of these tenets is missing.  Take the "living sacrifice" out of one's life and there is no acceptable worship.  Likewise, if one doesn't engage in the acts of worship and in assembling thee is no acceptable worship.  Neither of these aspects can be separated from the other, nor can one exist without the other.


     We are also reminded by Paul that worship begins within us.  If we are to be pleasing to God, our worship must develop from a renewing of our mind.  Thus in living our lives properly and engaging in acts of religious exercise, we must prepare our minds.  Paul makes note of this same idea as he writes to the Christians in Philippi:  "Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honorable, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things? (Philippians 4:8).  Once our minds are right, our bodies should naturally follow.


Why Do We Worship?


      There is an obvious reason we should want to worship God--He is our creator:  "Make a joyful noise unto Jehovah, all ye lands.  Serve Jehovah with gladness: Come before his presence with singing.  Know ye that Jehovah, he is God: It is he that hath made us, and we are his; We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, And into his courts with praise: Give thanks unto him, and bless his name.  For Jehovah is good; His lovingkindness endureth for ever, 





No Trivial Pursuit


Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. (2 Timothy 2:15)





     Some questions call for a sober, deliberate concentration of our minds, and the greatest of these is surely that of our relationship to God. What endeavor could possibly be more worthy of diligence than the seeking of our Creator's glory?


     Trifling is undesirable even in worldly matters. Those who dabble in what they do, acting superficially and without any serious intent, rarely accomplish any lasting good. But to trifle with God is not only undesirable, it is deadly. The irreverence which insults God by dabbling in worship and discipleship is a sin of such profound implications that we probably have no more than an inkling of how offensive it is to Him. When we see that we're being careless, Solomon's warning about the "sacrifice of fools" ought to arrest us: "Walk prudently when you go to the house of God; and draw near to hear rather than to give the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they do evil" (Ecclesiastes 5:1).


     If we wish to do what is right toward God, we must have an earnest intent. "Be diligent to present yourself approved to God," Paul wrote to Timothy. In this text, the KJV translators Cont. on Page 3





FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;   Sis. Elaine  Sis. Elaine Clem; Bro. Wes Guyton's


mother; Courtney Smith and her health 


problems.  I want to call special attention 


to Bro. Rick Hulsey and his battle with   


cancer and up coming surgery. Also 


remember his mother.


Sis. Jamie Jackson's father had by-pass       


surgery Friday and came through OK.


___________________________


VBS is Only Three Weeks Away





Conflict Class This Sunday at 3:45 PM





Ladies Bible Class 07/09/07 at 7:30 PM





____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Mark Bowman


Song Leader---Ken Gay


Lord's Supper--- Brad Bowman


   Asst. 1-----Steve Huff


   Asst. 2-----Zachary Huff


   Asst. 3-----Wes Guyton


   Asst. 4-----Joey Jackson


   Asst. 5-----Zachary Rogers


2nd Prayer----Cecil Douthitt


Read Scripture---Jeff Lacquement


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Cecil Douthitt


Closing Prayer-----Jack Green


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Grant Hicks


Song Leader-------David Holmes


2nd Prayer------Drew Bowman


Read Scripture ---Steve Tramell


Sermon----Michael Burke


Lord's Supper----Brad Bowman


Announcements----Cecil Douthitt


Closing Prayer---Marty Hammond


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Drew Bowman


Invitation---Malcolm Smith


Closing Prayer---Zachary Huff





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














